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Our readings on 25th January focused on the urgency of 
God’s call to us to believe and follow Jesus Christ. This  
urgency is seen initially in the call of Jonah to proclaim 
God’s judgment on the city of Nineveh in Assyria. The   
people of Nineveh initially responded to this call with a 
sincere heart of repentance from their sins and a turning 
away from their evil ways. However, what began sincerely 
did not last too long, for within 40 days they returned to 
their previous ways and became more vicious and          
destructive than ever before. This resulted in their own 
destruction via the Babylonians and Medes. 

In our Gospel reading we have what seems to be a        
summary of Jesus’ first proclaimed message, But as we 
look more carefully at the words He used and their     
meaning, we find what seems to be a summary is a suc-
cinct statement of what God’s calls us to do. 

In Mark 1:15 Jesus makes four statements that indicate the 
nearness of God’s presence in our lives and the urgency 
that comes with His call in our lives.  

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has 
come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

The time has come - time here means a decisive point 
referring to the arrival in time of something that 
had been promised for a long time – it was the   
arrival of something that had been prophesised 
throughout the Old Testament and had finally    
arrived at that specific moment in the person of 
Jesus Christ.  

The use of the term “has come” in the perfect passive 
tense of the Greek verb means that not only had 
the time arrived, but it has arrived permanently. So 
not only had the time come for those who originally 
heard Jesus proclaim this statement, but it remains 
as a statement by Jesus for all time subsequent to 
this event – the time has come as much for us as it 
had for them. The urgency of the matter was not 
only for them, but for all of us from that time      
forward. 

So when the preacher cries out this passage, it is a 
clarion call for all who hear – that means when   
Jesus made this statement it came with such an 
emphasis that it is a call that cannot be ignored 
without impunity – it calls you to stop what you are 

doing and listen carefully for what God is saying to you. 

To make sure that Jesus caught their attention, and just in 
case they were going to shrug it off as just another rabbi 
sprouting meaningless words, Jesus follows it up by a 
another statement that you could guarantee was going 
to get their attention. 

He said, the kingdom of God has come near. 

Mark uses the phrase kingdom of God rather than kingdom 
of heaven.  

If you read Matthew’s Gospel you will find that Matthew 
refers to the kingdom of heaven some 29 times and the 
kingdom of God only four times.  

Both Mark and Luke never use the phrase kingdom of 
heaven. Mark uses the phrase kingdom of God some 15 
times and Luke some 31 times. 

Why the difference?  

Matthew writes to a predominately Jewish audience – who 
would never misunderstand the term kingdom of    
heaven. However, both Mark and Luke write to a       
predominately non-Jewish or Gentile audience, who 
would automatically misunderstand the phrase kingdom 
of heaven, so both used the term kingdom of God 
throughout their Gospels.  

Have you ever thought why that is? 

So let us see how we might misunderstand the term king-
dom of heaven. Where is heaven for us, at least          
traditionally? Usually we think that heaven is a place 
above us or in another dimension. It is the place we go 
to when we die. But Jesus is definitely not talking about 
the kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God in such a 
way. He has moved heaven to earth in a very dramatic 
way – the kingdom of God is right here, right now – he 
says that the kingdom of God has come near.  

Once again Jesus uses the perfect tense of the Greek verb 
to mean that not only has the kingdom of God come 
near – right here in this place – but it is not going away. 

Imagine if you lived in a religious culture that said it       
believed in the creator God, but had not heard from 
God, as a community, for over four hundred years. So 
the last thing you are expecting when you go down the 
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street to get an ice cream, or to buy some bread, is to 
all of a sudden run smack bang into the kingdom of 
God. God who seems to have been so aloof for so long 
is right here, right now. That is what Jesus proclaimed. 
And those who finally stopped and listened to Him 
knew it. You couldn’t get away from it – this is        
reflected in their astonishment at His miracles and 
ability to deal effectively with the demonic spirits who          
oppressed and possessed people they knew. But the 
profound nature of God’s presence is further reflected 
in their statement that He spoke with authority, not 
like their scribes. 

What does this mean for us – and there is no getting 
away from it, no matter how much you might want to 
deny it – the kingdom of God is here right now. The 
use of the perfect tense means that the presence of 
the kingdom of God that started on that day in       
Palestine some 2000 plus years ago, did not disappear 
again - it is here right now, in this place. When the 
preacher proclaims these words of Jesus you can be 
sure that all of a sudden heaven has come to earth 
and it is not going away. 

By this time, Jesus had certainly got their attention, and 
they seriously stopped to listen to what God wanted 
to say to them. Jesus’ next statement was extremely 
critical for their lives – if they missed this point then 
their encounter with the kingdom of God in the here 
and now was not going to be good. What was coming 
as good news could turn ugly really quickly. 

Jesus said repent! What was He getting at by using this 
term?  

He meant this - OK ladies and gentlemen let’s get this 
really clear – not only is the kingdom of God here 
now, but you are going to have to change your per-
spective on things if you are truly going to encounter 
the kingdom of God in a positive way. There is no way 
of getting around this – if you are truly going to      
encounter the kingdom of God in a positive way you 
need to repent – there needs to be a complete      
turnaround in your life. If you walk away from this 
encounter with the kingdom of God, without it   
changing your life, things do not get better from this 
point on. 

Have you ever thought why so many of the Jewish      
authorities and Jewish people hated Jesus with a   
vehemence and wanted to get rid of Him – to kill Him? 
After all, what had He really done -  for He simply 
“went around doing good and healing all who were 
under the power of the devil, because God was with 
Him” (Acts 10:38). They hated Him, because in their 
hearts they had turned and walked away from the 
kingdom of God. 

We cannot get away from this – an encounter with Jesus 
Christ and the presence of the Kingdom of God 
through Him impacts us so deeply that we either have 
to respond to Him or reject Him totally. He does not 

 leave us standing on middle ground. 
Repentance is essential if we are going to be able to take 

the next step in God’s call upon our lives. Without it 
we simply draw short of obtaining everything that 
God wants to give to us through the sacrifice of His 
Son on the cross for us. 

Believe the Good news or Gospel.  

The term for “good news” or gospel is an important   
concept for Mark and sums up all that Jesus came to 
do for us and all humanity. This good news is not 
simply the content of Jesus’ teaching, but the nature 
of His very identity itself – the Messiah whose coming 
the prophets had proclaimed down through the ages. 
That Messiah had finally come – that is, Jesus Himself 
is the Good News. It meant that God had finally come 
for His people, but in addition to this, Jesus’ definition 
of that Good News, meant that it was for all people in 
all time, both past, present and future.  

How on earth can it possibly be attributed to the past? 

After His death on the cross, and prior to His bodily    
resurrection from the dead, Jesus went down to Hell 
or Hades and proclaimed to those who had died in 
past time the “Good News’ or “Gospel”. So Jesus is 
God’s “Good News”. His hearers on that day and us 
likewise are called to believe in Him.  

The use of the Greek  present active tense of this verb 
means that it is an ongoing action, one that certainly 
begins at a point in time, but is something we are 
called to continually do.  It is at this point that a    
number of very faithful people get caught - life has 
dealt them some rough times and believing got really 
hard. They have slipped away from church life and 
worship and found God to be only a distant thought at 
the best of times. Jesus uses the present active tense 
here because He knew just how hard life can be and 
how difficult believing could become during those 
times. He went to the cross crying My God why have 
you forsaken me, but at the same time asking God to 
forgive those who had placed Him there, because they 
did not really know what they were doing. Yet that 
very cross stands as our testimony to an eternal life 
whereby our sins have been washed away and in 
righteousness we enter into the Kingdom of God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. We are 
called to believe and continue to believe in the One 
whom God had sent – His very only begotten Son who 
has come in the person of Jesus Christ. If your faith 
has slipped away, today begin to believe again and cry 
out to God to help your unbelief! 

God Bless You 

Pastor Andrew Peters 
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Our Parish has supported the missionary ministry of Demetri and Michelle and their 
family to Kazakhstan. Demetri and Michelle cover a broad range of ministry work that 
also includes Teen Challenge. They will be visiting St Jude’s on Sunday 8th February 
and speaking at the end of both services. 

CHILDREN – AGES 8-10 Years 
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Ash Wednesday 18th Febru-

ary 9.30am and 6.00pm 

Ash Wednesday brings with it ashes,    

repentance and a change of heart. It calls us 

into a formal time of waiting upon God and 

seeking His face, to know His purpose for us 

and to be in tune with His desires. 

Shrove Sunday Pancake 

Breakfast on 15th February 

at 8.30am 

The beginning of Lent brings together two strange 

and contradictory events—Shrove    Tuesday (for us 

Shrove Sunday) and Ash Wednesday. Shrove 

Tuesday - also known as Pancake Day - is the day  

before Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. It is   

celebrated by cooking and more importantly eating 

pancakes—a last feast before the fasting and self-

denial of Lent. In some   places pancake races are 

held, where participants run along tossing a pancake 

as they go. 
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If you have not yet completed your 

Thanksgiving Commitment Card for 2015 you 

can complete it and put it in the offertory 

plate at any of our services. 

 

St Jude’s has its own merchant card 
facility that means members and guests 
can use their credit or debit cards to 
make payments for: 
 

 Tithes and offering;  
 Mission donations; 
 Building Fund donations [not for Tax 

Deductible Education Trust donations] 

 Event fees 

 Book Purchases; and 

 Other. 
 

Please see Jimmy or Ps Andrew if you 
wish to use this facility. 

“whoever sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully”  
(2 Corinthians 9:6). 

In March 2015, our Church will host the 2015 World Day of Prayer 

which this year will focus on the Bahamas.  

Place: St Jude the Apostle Anglican Church, Everton Park 

Time: 10.30am 

Guest Missionary Speakers from the Bahamas:  

Hazel  and  Kevin  Murray 

Refreshments: after the service in the Cornerstone Ministry Centre 

DATE: Saturday 28th February 2015 

Time: 7.30am-11.30am  

LUNCH:  followed by a BBQ lunch at 11:30am 

Work includes mowing lawns/watercourse, general garden tidy-up around the 

alfresco patio, church and front gardens in preparation for the World Day of 

Prayer. Refreshments provided, including BBQ lunch at 11.30am.  

Annual Meeting will be held after the 8.30 am Combined Parish Service and will include Morn-

ing Tea. Nominations for Wardens, Parish Counselors and Nominators, along with any notice of 

additional general business need to be in by 5pm on 13th February, either in Green Mail box in 

reception of the Cornerstone Ministry Centre or to Pastor Andrew or one of the Wardens.  

Please bring a plate of food for Morning Tea 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inewsguyana.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F09%2FAtlantis-marina-Bahamas.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.inewsguyana.com%2Fcaricom-deplores-threatened-economic-boycott-of-the-bahamas%2F&h=530&w=800&tb
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fthedreamtravelgroup.co.uk%2Fcaribbean-holidays%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F11%2Fbahamas.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fthedreamtravelgroup.co.uk%2Fcaribbean-holidays%2Fbahamas%2F&h=1080&w=1920&tbnid=8FnIQ0XH

